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She began her involvement in the commu-

nity during the 1960’s as a member of Brook-
lyn C.O.R.E. While working at Kingsboro Jew-
ish Medical Center, in the Telecommunications
Department, she served as a member of the
Executive Hearings and Appeals Board on
both Hospital and Guild Divisions for 1199
Hospital Union. She also served as a member
of the Chapter Hearing and Appeals Board
within the Hospital. In addition, Renae has
served as a delegate to several departments
of Kingsbrook, as well as, borough representa-
tive for all Brooklyn Hospitals with an 1199 af-
filiation. Renae also has worked in real estate
marketing and sales in addition to having an
appraisal background from New York Univer-
sity.

In 1987, Renae, became a member of Saint
Mary Episcopal Church joining the Episcopal
Church women’s group and serving on the
Altar Guild. In 1990, Renae served as the Vice
President of the Crown Heights Kiwanis Club
International. She helped focus the efforts of
the club on the needs of children. Under
Renae’s guidance, the organization became
involved with Magnolia Tree—A Tree Grows in
Brooklyn Project. The project involved 100
international children working to improve and
enhance the beauty by planting trees.

Renae became a licensed Foster Parent
with the Richard Allen Center on Life Agency
in 1994. She received her twin boys in early
1996 and was appointed to the executive
board of Foster and Adoptive Parents Asso-
ciation. Continuing to be a Foster Parent in
1996, Renae came to the Central Brooklyn
Coordinating Council—CBCC. In 1997, Renae
was appointed to the Executive Board for Fos-
ter and Adoptive Parents Association locally.
Recently, Renae was appointed to serve on
the By-laws Committee, for Eureka Grand
Chapter in 1998 OESPHA.

Renae is currently an Executive Board
member of the New York State Foster and
Adoptive Parents Association as Chairperson
of Community Development. She is a member
of International and National Foster Parents
Association and a candidate for Regional II
Vice-President. Renae is an advisor to the
Forestdale Family Service Agency, Little Flow-
er Family Service Agency and Foster and
Adoptive Parent Association Board Locals.
She has facilitated many workshops on Foster
and Adoptive Care in School District 17.
Renae is also an Executive Board Member of
Community Board 17 serving on the Education
and Commerce Committees. She is Chair of
the Foster Care Sub-committee under the So-
cial Services Committees. While working tire-
lessly on behalf of her community, Renae has
also raised her daughter. She has been
blessed by the success of her daughter and
her daughter’s dedication to give back to the
community in any way that she can.

Mr. Speaker, Renae Smith is committed to
serving children and her community. As such,
she is more than worthy of receiving our rec-
ognition today and I urge my colleagues to
join me in honoring this truly remarkable
woman.
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Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent from this chamber on De-
cember 5, 2001 when rollcall votes Nos. 469,
470, 471, 472, 473, 474 and rollcall vote 475
were cast. I want the record to show that had
I been present in this chamber at the time
these votes were cast, I would have voted
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 469, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall
vote 470, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 471, ‘‘yea’’ on
rollcall vote 472, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 473,
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 474, and ‘‘yea’’ on roll-
call vote 475.
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GUISHED CITIZENS GOOD SCOUT
OF THE YEAR AWARD
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Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a couple whose dedication to
the community and to the overall well-being of
California’s Inland Empire is unparalleled. On
December 11, 2001, Francis and Jean
Domenigoni will be honored as Distinguished
Citizens for the Good Scout of the Year
Award.

The Domenigoni family is one of the oldest
pioneering families in the region. They share a
history that is as rich as the soil in which they
have farmed for over five generations. Angelo
Domenigoni, along with his brother Peter and
a friend named Gaudenzio Garbani, immi-
grated to this great nation in 1874. The patri-
arch of the family, Angelo, arrived in ‘‘Pleasant
Valley’’, now known as Winchester in 1879,
and set the Domenigoni family on the road to
achieving the American Dream. Through hard
work and dedication he and his wife, Maria
Antonia established a life that was blessed
with seven children: Antonio, Natal, Peter,
Jack, Rita, Serafina and Dominica. Antonio
married Dominica Fiscalini and they had five
beautiful children of their own; Angelo,
Francis, Julia, Fred, and Elsa. All five children
were born and raised on the ranch. Fred and
Francis Domenigoni carried on the family
farming operation all of their lives.

Francis Domenigoni married Jean Connell,
a member of the Garbani Family. Continuing
in the tradition of his parents, Francis and
Jean raised five children; Richard, Larry, Don-
ald, Andy, and Steve. Together with his son,
Andy, Francis managed the family’s farming
and ranching business for twenty years. In
1997, Francis passed away, leaving his wife
Jean, his sons, and grandchildren to carry on
the family legacy.

For the past fifty years, the Domenigoni
Family has been a major sponsor and contrib-
utor to the Junior Livestock Auction and Farm-
ers Fair. Active members in the Riverside
County Farm Bureau, they support the Win-
chester Harvesters and Pleasant Valley 4H
Programs. The Domenigoni’s have also
opened their ranch for the past decade for a

riding event to support the Juvenile Diabetes
Foundation and American Disabilities Associa-
tion. The family also recently dedicated a
building shell for the Winchester Community
Center and Recreation Facility.

The Domenigonis continue to endorse high-
er education by sponsoring the UC Riverside
Foundation, the Mt. San Jacinto College Foun-
dation, and providing annual scholarships to
agricultural students at Hemet and West Val-
ley High Schools. They are also active partici-
pants in the Winchester Homeowner’s Asso-
ciation; the Chambers of Commerce in Win-
chester, Murrieta, and Temecula; the River-
side County Property Owners’ Association; the
Murrieta Temecula Group, and the Hemet-San
Jacinto Action Group.

It is a well deserved honor and I am proud
to pay homage today to a family who has
done much for the people in my district.
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Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Mr.

Speaker, I rise to pay tribute and honor the
philanthropic efforts of legendary country
music star, Willie Nelson.

Mr, Nelson recently came to the City of
Brea and held a benefit concert to raise funds
for the La Habra-Brea Boys and Girls Club.
Mr. Nelson treated some 400 country music
fans to an intimate and memorable evening of
his treasured ballads and tunes and, in the
process, raised more than $100,000 to help
build the Boys and Girls Club an all-purpose
facility.

The event was arranged by La Habra-Brea
Boys and Girls Club Board Member Tom Dun-
can, who approached Mr. Nelson, his long-
time client and friend, about the need for a
permanent club facility in Brea. Mr. Nelson
readily agreed to donate his time and talent to
kick off the capital campaign with a benefit
concert. Unocal Corporation generously of-
fered to host the event in the Hartley Center
auditorium in their Brea facility.

The Boys and Girls Clubs across the nation
are professional, non-profit organizations that
serve children ages seven to eighteen. Dedi-
cated employees help these young people de-
velop character and provide opportunities for
healthy social recreation, physical education,
as well as citizenship and leadership skills.
Proceeds from this successful event will bring
the reality of a safe-haven for the youth of the
community a step closer.

According to Mr. Duncan, ‘‘Willie’s a good-
hearted soul and he likes to help people who
need it.’’ Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask that
this 107th Congress join me in saluting the be-
nevolent and compassionate acts of a ‘‘Great
American,’’ Willie Nelson.

f

IN HONOR OF P.O. GLADYS
FIGUEROA

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of

P.O. Gladys Figueroa in recognition of her
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